Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.107; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.5.
In the molecule of the title compound, C 13 H 8 Cl 3 N, the 4chloroaniline and 2,4-dichlorobenzaldehyde moieties are planar with r.m.s. deviation of 0.0115 and 0.0116 Å , respectively, and are oriented at a dihedral angle of 13.94 (8) .
Related literature
For related structures, see: Bernstein (1972) , Yin et al. (2007) . For graph-set notation, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) . Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) and PLATON. (2,4-dichlorobenzylidene) aniline (Bernstein, 1972) and N-(2,4-dichlorobenzylidene)-N'-phenylhydrazine (Yin et al., 2007) have been already published.
Experimental

4-Chloro
In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the 4-chloroaniline (C1-C6/N1/Cl1) and 2,4-dichlorobenzaldehyde (C7-C13/Cl2/Cl3) moieties are planar with r. m. s. deviation of 0.0115 and 0.0116 Å, respectively. The dihedral angle between the two moieties is 13.94 (8)°. There exist a weak intramolecular C-H···Cl hydrogen bond (Table 1, Fig. 1 ) forming an S(5) ring motif (Bernstein et al., 1995) . The crystal structure is stabilized only by van der Waals interactions.
Experimental
An equimolar ratio of 2,4-dichlorobanzaldehyde and 4-chloroaniline were refluxed in xylene (20 ml) with acetic acid (2 ml) as a catalyst for an hour. The completion of the reaction was monitored through TLC. After completion of the reaction, the xylene was distilled out and the solid product obtained was dried. The dried crude material obtained was recrystallized in ethyl acetate and methanol (1:1 v/v) to affoard light pink needles of the title compound in 24 h.
Refinement
The H-atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). 
